Reskilling Festival – Fall 2009 – Jeff McCabe presentation on hoop-houses
A vision for a significant shift in food prioritization:

· Study our current food purchasing habits to determine accurately what percentage of food eaten in Washtenaw County is grown in Washtenaw County.   (My educated guess: less than 1 percent – or about $10 Million of the over $1 Billion market.)
· Look at the ramifications of raising this percentage to say 5% or 10%or 20%, in economic development, jobs, etc.  This could equate to thousands, if not tens of thousands of jobs.
· Investigate other beneficial side-effects of local, fresh, healthy foods such as health outcomes and positive effects of higher levels of entry level employment.

· Establish an initiative that asks local organizations such as city and county government, the universities, school districts, etc. to work toward this common goal, to buy in to the objectives of this proposition and to use their own purchasing power to make it happen.
· Work individually and in community organizations to support all the pieces that make this possible, including new and expanding farm infrastructure, value added processing, educational programs, new financing options, and new markets for the resulting products.

Potential state-wide legislation that could help accomplish these goals:

· Passage of a cottage industries law to permit home baking and other processing, just as 17 other states have, would lower the barrier to entry and foster food entrepreneurs. (Alabama, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, Utah, and Wyoming)
Why the time is ripe:

· There is a nation-wide groundswell of interest currently in local, fresh foods.
· Newly understood practices now allow us to grow food year-round in Michigan without fossil fuel inputs.
· Property prices have dropped and there is less development pressure currently on prime farm land.
· Properties with easements against development rights are more common and are starting to show up on the market.
· Policy makers are starting to see the folly of spending economic development resources on luring and keeping out-of-state and multi-national firms (think Pfizer).
